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and Congressman WATT, which I believe 
strikes a more equitable balance than this leg-
islation and which did not contain any fee 
shifting provisions. I look forward to continuing 
to work with our colleagues in the Senate to 
produce an ultimate agreement that stops pat-
ent trolls and continues to protect the pursuit 
of legitimate patent infringement claims. 
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ISRAEL QME ENHANCEMENT ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 11, 2013 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, one 
of the cornerstones of America’s security com-
mitment to Israel is an assurance that the 
United States will help maintain Israel’s capa-
bility to defend itself, by itself. We do this by 
safeguarding Israel’s qualitative military edge 
(QME)—the ability for Israel to counter and 
defeat any threat that might arise from non- 
state actors, individual states, or even a re-
gional coalition of states. 

Four decades after the 1973 Yom Kippur 
War, when a coalition of Arab states launched 
a surprise attack against Israel on the holiest 
day on the Jewish calendar, Israel continues 
to face hostilities on every border: rocket fire 
from Hamas and Hezbollah, spillover from the 
conflict in Syria, increased terrorism in Egypt’s 
Sinai, and the ever-looming threat of a nu-
clear-armed Iran. 

That is why it is critical we redouble our ef-
forts to ensure Israel has the tools necessary 
to counter any and all threats. H.R. 1992, the 
Israel QME Enhancement Act, is an important 
piece of bipartisan legislation that does just 
that, by preserving and strengthening Israel’s 
QME. Specifically, this law would expand the 
definition of QME to include defense against 
cyber and asymmetric threats while also in-
creasing the Administration’s reporting require-
ments to Congress from every 4 to every 2 
years. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 1992. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
GEORGE R. GREENE 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
today we ask for the House’s attention to 
honor Circuit Court Judge George R. Greene, 
who is retiring from his position as the Circuit 
Court Judge in Russell County. 

In 1975, Judge Greene began serving in the 
Russell County District Attorney’s office as the 
Assistant District Attorney. He served in the 
position for four years until 1979, when he 
was appointed District Judge in Russell Coun-
ty. Judge Greene served as District Judge for 
over 18 years, and he was elected to this po-
sition in three different elections. In 1998, 
Judge Greene was elected to serve Russell 
County as the Circuit Court Judge. He has 
held the office of Circuit Court Judge since 
that election. 

Judge George R. Greene is one of the long-
est serving judges in the state of Alabama, 
having served 31 years in the Judicial 26th 
Circuit. He is also dedicated to his community, 
and he is known for his selfless public service. 
He is involved in numerous civic and state 
public service organizations. One of his initia-
tives was the establishment of the Cora Reid 
Greene Home for Children, which provides 
protection and housing for abused children in 
the Russell County Area. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking 
Judge Greene for his tireless pursuit of justice 
in Russell County. Join me also in wishing him 
the best in his retirement. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
today I was participating in a Congressional 
Delegation trip to South Africa to honor the life 
and legacy of President Nelson Mandela and 
missed the following votes: 

1. H.R. 2019 Gabriella Miller Kids First Re-
search Act of 2013, as amended. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on this bill. 

2. H.R. 2319—The Native American Vet-
erans’ Memorial Amendments Act of 2013. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 
on this bill. 

3. S. 1471—Alicia Dawn Koehl Respect for 
National Cemeteries Act. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on this bill. 

4. H.R. 3212—Sean and David Goldman 
International Child Abduction prevention and 
Return Act of 2013, as amended. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on this bill. 

5. H.R. 1992—Israel QME Enhanced Act, 
as amended. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes’’ on this bill. 

6. Journal Vote—Had I been present for the 
journal vote, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’. 
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TO HONOR DOUGLAS GREENFIELD 
ON HIS 85TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Douglas Greenfield on his 85th birth-
day. Douglas lives a competitive and success-
ful life in Levittown, PA. He has been an ac-
tive bowler for the past 50 years and won a 
bet in the 1960’s to walk 50 miles through 
Bucks County in one day. 

Supporting the community’s youth is another 
passion of Mr. Greenfield. In the 60’s and 70’s 
he was active with the Boy Scouts of America 
and taught Confraternity of Christian Doctrine 
(C.C.D.) at Bishop Egan High School. He also 
worked to establish the Pennsbury High 
School boys lacrosse team and today, stu-
dents still recognize ‘‘Gran-Pa’’ for his tireless 
effort on and off the field. 

A true American role model, Doug, and his 
wife, Alice, continue to volunteer in their 
church and community in my home town, 
Levittown, PA. I want to wish Doug a very 
Happy 85th Birthday. 

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 3458, THE 
FALLEN FIREFIGHTERS ASSIST-
ANCE TAX CLARIFICATION ACT 
OF 2013 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, we’re here today 
because of a heinous act that took place in 
Webster, New York on December 24th, 2012, 
when a group of volunteer firefighters re-
sponding to a fire was ambushed by a gun-
man who had deliberately set the fire. Two 
firefighters were killed and two others were in-
jured. 

While donations for the firefighters and their 
families were made to the West Webster Fire 
Department, a 501(c)(3) organization, the 
rules governing non-profit groups prevent the 
funds from being distributed in a way that 
does not further the organization’s exempt 
purpose. In this case, these rules prevented 
the donations from being distributed as in-
tended to the victims and their families. 

I am proud to stand here today in support 
of the ‘‘Fallen Firefighters Assistance Tax 
Clarification Act of 2013,’’ introduced by my 
colleague from New York Rep. LOUISE 
SLAUGHTER to address the error and help care 
for these firefighters and their families. 

With the anniversary of this terrible act ap-
proaching, I ask that my colleagues join me in 
honoring the memory and sacrifice of these 
volunteer responders and approve this com-
mon sense legislation. 
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ON THE INTRODUCTION OF THE 
TRANSIT PARITY ACT OF 2013 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the Transit Parity Act of 2013. The bill 
will extend federal tax benefits for mass transit 
and parking at current levels for one year. 
There is currently a permanent provision pro-
viding federal tax benefits for parking and 
mass transit; however, the mass transit benefit 
is funded at half the level of the parking ben-
efit. The mass transit benefit was temporarily 
raised this year, but with cuts to the mass 
transit benefit set to occur on January 1, 2014, 
impacts will be felt throughout this region and 
the country. 

Millions of people commute in and out of cit-
ies every day, bolstering their economies and 
improving the overall wellbeing of the country, 
with this region as a prime example. Why 
would we want to encourage people to drive 
rather than use mass transit? At the very 
least, there is no excuse for preferential treat-
ment of driving. 

I support a permanent equalization of com-
muter benefits, but given the costs associated 
with a permanent extension, the focus of this 
bill is a temporary one-year extension of bene-
fits. I will seek to bring this bill to the floor be-
fore Congress adjourns for the year. If the bill 
is not passed before then, I will seek retro-
active equalization of benefits. 

The bill will continue to encourage com-
muters to use mass transit by equalizing tax 
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